Familial florid cemento-osseous dysplasia--a case report and review of the literature.
Cemento-osseous dysplasia is a fairly common lesion of the jaws originating from the elements of the periodontal ligament. Most lesions do not have a hereditary basis, however a few familial cases have been documented. This is the first report of the florid form of cemento-osseous dysplasia in an African family. The mother, son and one daughter exhibited multiple sclerotic cemental masses of the jaws with large tumour-like swellings in the symphyseal area of the mandible. In the case of the mother the lesions had become infected. The familial form of cemento-osseous dysplasia differs from the non-hereditary type in that the lesions present in children, all cases are florid in nature, there is no predilection for black females, the rate of growth appears to be more rapid and the symphyseal area of the mandible is most severely affected. The mode of transmission appears to be autosomal dominant with variable phenotypic expression.